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News from the Classroom… 

 

Kindergarten: 

 

The theme for October was Amazing Autumn.  The students learned about 
autumn, spiders, scarecrows, pumpkins, and farms as they completed projects 
focused on remembering details and developing perseverance.  In math, they 
worked on patterns and ordinal numbers.  In science, the students learned about 
and created models of farms, culminating in a visit to Sugartown Strawberries.  
At the farm, the students took a hay ride and picked pumpkins.   Halloween 
parades and parties were a fun way to close out the month. 
 

First Grade: 

 

The first graders have been very busy in the classroom! In math, they learned 
about addition and subtraction facts within 10. They continued their science unit 
and learned more about the seasons, temperature, and the water cycle. During 
language arts, they learned about the short “o” sound and the reading 
comprehension strategies “Asking questions and using mental images.” In social 
studies, they learned about maps and how to use a compass rose. The first 
graders loved Pride Day and learned about kindness and bucketfilling. They 
thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Milky Way Farm. They learned about the dairy 
farm, pumpkin life cycles, and the farm animals. 
 

Second Grade: 
 

October was a busy month in second grade. The students learned a new reading 
strategy, Creating Images, in which they created a movie in their minds while 
reading. In social studies, the children continued learning about life during the 
Mesozoic Era and learned about the differences in the three time periods. In 
science, the students performed experiments within the Changes unit and 
learned new vocabulary words, including dissolve, evaporate, and 
chromatography. Lastly, students were thrilled to participate in Scarecrow Day, a 
day in which they made life-size scarecrows using old clothing, straw, and twine. 
They had a blast and used this experience to do many scarecrow-related 
activities in language arts.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Third Grade: 

 

This month, we continued studying the 5 mystery chemicals in science. Students 
continued exploring solutions and mixtures as well as the results of filtration to 
inform our hypothesis on what the mystery chemicals were.  In social studies, 
third graders culminated their unit of Maps and Globes as they explored different 
types of Maps. They began their unit on Native Americans. In language arts, we 
began writing letters in cursive. Students learned about the proper technique 
used to make lowercase letters. The third grade students enjoyed taking part in 
the Halloween parade and parties. 
 

 

Fourth Grade: 

 

Throughout each science lesson about Electric Circuits, fourth grade students 
continued to apply the scientific method, learned how to light a light bulb and how 
to trouble shoot when a circuit is broken. In social studies, students read about 
the early settlers and settlements of the thirteen colonies. Students learned about 
the personal narrative writing process during language arts. 
 

 

 News from the Building… 

 

Support and Special Areas Team: 

 

  
Hillside kindergarten students explored drawing lines in art class. They studied 
the art of Piet Mondrian and created vertical and horizontal line drawings using a 
ruler as a guide. Once their lines were created they used only the primary colors 
to paint. The real fun happened when they created their second line drawing. 
They used diagonal, zig-zag, curved as well as vertical and horizontal lines. On 
their mixed-up line drawings they also mixed up the primary colors and 
discovered how to create orange, purple and green or the secondary colors. 
Come check out our beautiful Mondrian inspired art in the Hillside art gallery 
 
PRIDE day, a Hillside school-wide tradition for over 30 years, was organized by 
Liz Rath, Special Education teacher. The purpose of PRIDE day is to teach 
students to accept differences and work together to reach a common goal.  This 
year, Hillside celebrated PRIDE day with the focus of perseverance and GRIT 
(Goals, Resiliency, Intention, Time). PRIDE day began with an assembly led by 
Blake Brandes, who incorporated the message of perseverance through hip-hop 
music. Following the assembly, students participated in four 50-minute lessons. 
Through hands-on group activities, students collaborated to work through 
challenging times and celebrated moments of accomplishment.  
 



Hillside Elementary School Support Team once again partnered with the Great 
Valley Food Cupboard, maintaining our annual community service connection.  
Hillside students collected numerous bags and boxes of non-perishable food to 
assist families in need for the upcoming holiday season.  On October 25, fourth 
grade math support students loaded the food and were proud of their community 
service.  Thank you to Mrs. Braun, HES Art teacher, for providing beautifully 
decorated collection boxes, and to Mrs. Carol Claypoole for partnering with 
Hillside.   
 
 

PTO Sponsored Cultural Arts Events: 

 

 


